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Minutes of the Finance and General Purposes Committee 
of Saddleworth Parish Council held at 

The Civic Hall, Lee Street, Uppermill on Monday 22nd February 2010 
 

There were present   Cllr. Mr K. Begley - Chairman 
Cllr. Mrs. A. McInnes – Vice Chairman 

 
Cllrs. Dr. D. Atherton  Mr. D. Heffernan  

  Mr. R. Birse   Mr. J. Hudson  
Mr. M. Buckley  Mr. K Hulme 
Mr. B. Cullen   Mrs. P. Lord  
Mr. R.G. Franklin  Mrs. A.C. Parry 

  
909. Apologies for Absence: Cllrs. Mr. P.W. Bagley, Mrs. B.A. Beeley, Mrs. M. 

Bingley, Mr. P.H. Davenport, Mr. A. Hodgkiss, Mr. B. Lord & Mrs. D.M Shaw 
 
910. Declarations of Interest – None  
  
911. Tourist bus – Funding has been secured from the Peak Park and District 

Partnership in addition to the funding already agreed with Pennine Prospects and 
RSPB. Discussions are taking place with Oldham Council Highways and Parking 
Services to make some minor changes in the car park area. A supervised Park 
and Ride facility will be provided at Saddleworth Rangers during the bus 
operating times. It was agreed that the service will be known as the Saddleworth 
Hopper. 

 
912. Civic Hall Modernisation Phase 2 – Members agreed the tender documents 

should be issued to the five contractors selected by the Council. 
 
913.  Provision of Information to the Public – Members discussed the design of a 

new web-site and changes to the current Council logo. It was agreed that 
quotations should be obtained to reproduce the current logo. The recommended 
web-site designer will give a presentation to the next meeting of this committee. 

 
914. Community Toilet Scheme – Details of the proposed Community Toilet Scheme 

were considered, it was agreed that the Pilot scheme will run for six months from 
Monday 29th March.  

 
915. Peak Park LDF – the Planning Policy sub-committee has reviewed the document 

and endorses it.  
 
916. Oldham Council LDF – Review Statement of Community Involvement – it 

was agreed that the Planning Policy sub-committee will draft a response 
 
917. Parish Plan – Copies of the Plan are being distributed widely. A number of 

actions are already being progressed.  
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918. Rights of Way – A meeting of the sub-committee will be held to discuss how to 
develop a Footpath Improvement plan in one area. Discussions are taking place 
about the Tourist map. 

 
919. South Pennine Forum – Nothing to report. 
  
920. Transport – Work has now started to repair the wall in Diggle. The pot-hole 

reporting system appears to be working well. The locations of the vehicle 
activated warning and speed signs have now been agreed across the Borough. 
The Parish Council will review their effectiveness before considering the 
possibility of purchasing additional signs for Saddleworth. The recent Manchester 
Hub report mentions the possibility of a Diggle Railway station.  

 
921. Fuel Poverty – Oldham Council is drawing up a borough-wide Fuel Poverty 

strategy, the Parish Council group will continue to operate but may eventually 
merge with the Oldham group. 

 
922. Pennine Prospects – If the Heritage lottery bid is successful, a large proportion 

of the funding will come into the Saddleworth area. The Leader programme is 
provided funding for some projects in Saddleworth. 

 
923. Peak Park – The next joint meeting with Oldham Council, the Parish Council and 

Peak Park will take place at 9.30 am on Monday 22nd March at the Civic Hall. 
 
924. District Partnership – nothing to report. 
 
925. Water Power – nothing to report. 
 
926. Saddleworth & Lees Information Network – A Carers Emergency Support 

scheme has been set up – 0161 627 0163. 
 
927. Risk Management Assessment – the Clerk presented a report on the updated 

Risk Management Assessment. Members accepted the report and noted that 
procedures are in place to meet any risks which may occur. 

 
928. Review into the Effectiveness of systems of Internal Control – The clerk 

advised members that the Accounts and Audit Regulations require the Council to 
review their systems of internal control and the effectiveness of Internal Audit. 
Members reviewed the Internal Audit Plan prepared by the current auditors, 
Yorkshire Internal Audit Services and agreed that it fully meets the needs of the 
Council and that the plan should be adopted.  

 
929. Accounts for Payment - The list of Accounts for Payment was approved by the 

Committee. The total expenditure being £21,037.11 and income being £6,540.75. 
There were no payments made in accordance with Section 137 and 139 of the 
Local Government 
 


