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Minutes of the Finance and General Purposes Committee 
of Saddleworth Parish Council held at 

The Civic Hall, Lee Street, Uppermill on Monday 27th September 2010 
 

There were present   Cllr. Mrs. A. McInnes - Chairman 
Cllr. Mr K. Begley – Vice Chairman 

 
Cllrs. Mrs. B.A. Beeley  Mr. D. Heffernan   

Mrs. M. Bingley  Mr. J. Hudson 
Mr. R. Birse    Mrs. P. Lord 
Mr. M. Buckley   Mrs. A.C. Parry 
Mr. R.G. Franklin  Mrs. D.M Shaw 
 

1010. Apologies for Absence: Cllrs. Dr. D. Atherton, Mr. P.W. Bagley, Mr. B. Cullen, Mr. 
P.H. Davenport, Mr. A. Hodgkiss, Mr. K Hulme & Mr. B. Lord    

 
1011. Declarations of Interest – None 
 
1012. Tourist Bus – the service finished on Sunday, there are reservations about the level of 

usage. The service will be reviewed over the next few weeks to determine whether a 
similar service should be run next year. 
 

1013. Community Toilet Scheme – There are currently nine premises on the pilot scheme, 
direction signs are being erected near to each premise. It was agreed that the pilot 
scheme should continue until the end of the financial year. The payments to each 
premise are dependent on the available hours and facilities provided, details of the 
calculation will be provided at the next meeting of the Committee. Members thanked 
Councillor Franklin for his efforts in developing the scheme.  
 

1014. Civic Hall Modernisation Phase 2 – A meeting has been held with the Contractor, 
Architect and Q.S. to discuss the programme of works. The start of the construction 
work has been delayed until after the Election Court re-convenes.  

 
1015. Oldham Council LDF – Core Strategy – preferred options – the documents are 

being reviewed to reflect changes made by the Government, these include the building 
density, new dwellings target and classification of gardens. 

 
1016. Peak Park LDF – The Planning Policy sub-committee will draft a response to the 

document. 
 

1017. Provision of Information to the Public – The new look, full colour News & Views 
magazine should have been delivered to all properties, either by post or by hand. 
Details of any properties who have not received a copy should be passed to the Clerk 
for investigation with Royal Mail. An electronic copy is also available on the Council 
web-site.  
 

1018. Parish Plan – An update on the actions already taken is included in News & Views.  
 
1019. Rights of Way – nothing to report. 
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1020. Peak Park – The Peak Park is currently identifying potential budget cuts as part of the 
Comprehensive Spending Review. A new governance structure is being proposed for 
the Peak Park, Oldham Council has submitted a response to the proposals. 

 
1021. South Pennine Forum – the next meeting is due in October.  
 
1022.  Transport – The majority of the village signs have been erected, apart from in Diggle. 

An Accident Prevention group including Councillors, the Police and Oldham Highways 
department has been set up to develop a strategy. Network Rail are planning to re-
open the single tunnels in Diggle, this will increase the capacity from 4 to 6 trains per 
hour, the changes could also help with the development of Diggle Station. Great 
Western is looking to run a two hourly service from Huddersfield to Euston. Objections 
have been made to the implementation of time-limited parking in the Borough, the 
objections will be considered by a Panel delaying the implementation until November. 
CABE are offering professional support to two Councils to assist in de-cluttering their 
area. It was agreed that Councillor Franklin would draft an application on behalf of the 
Parish Council. Councillor Franklin attending a meeting with representatives from 
Slaithwaite and Marsden, they have agreed to create a group that will look at issues on 
the Manchester to Huddersfield line. 

 
1023. Affordable Warmth – Information was circulated on a new scheme that will provide 

free or heavily subsidised cavity wall and loft insulation across the Borough. Members 
were reminded that 20% of households in Saddleworth and Lees are in Fuel poverty.  

 
1024.  Pennine Prospects – Money from the Heritage Lottery Funded - Watershed 

Landscape project will be spent in Saddleworth at Castleshaw & Denshaw. A new 
Heritage walk is being developed. A Moor watch scheme is being developed in 
partnership with the Police to deal with fly tipping and Quad bikes. 

 
1025. District Partnership – the next meeting is on Thursday 30th September at Grotton 

Pavilion.  
 

1026. Water Power – progress is being made, the working group are due to meet in mid 
October. 
 

1027. Huddersfield Narrow Canal Bicentenary Year 2011 – Councillor Franklin informed 
the meeting that the Canal Society are organising an event on 18th September 2011, 
the majority of the funding is in place, it was suggested that they approach District 
Partnership and the Parish Council Special Projects Sub-committee. It was agreed that 
the Parish Council would like to be part of the celebrations. A representative from the 
Canal Society will be invited to a meeting of the Special Projects Sub-committee. 
 

1028. Accounts for Payment – The list of Accounts for Payment was approved by the 
Committee. The total expenditure being £47,875.69 and income being £6,945.50. 
There were no payments made in accordance with Section 137 and 139 of the Local 
Government. A report of the options for the maintenance of the lift will be presented to 
a future meeting of this committee. 


