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Notes of the Environment Committee 
Held at the Civic Hall Lee Street, Uppermill on Thursday 23rd April 2015 

 
There were present  Cllrs. Mr. B. Cullen 

    Mr. R. Knotts 
Stan Mitchell (OMBC District Environment Manager)       
Trish Rhodes (GGRA) 
                                      

The committee was not quorate. The following notes summarise the discussion. 
 
    

1) Apologies for Absence 
Cllrs.  Mr. R. Franklin (Chairman) 

   Mr. D. Caddick 
   Mr. M. Buckley  

 
In the absence of the Chairman, the meeting was chaired by Cllr. Knotts. 

 
2) Minutes of the last meeting held on 11th March 2015 

The minutes were agreed to be a correct record. 
 
3) Progress on Stepping Stones 

Stan Mitchell reported that work on the stepping stones is most likely to start in the week 
commencing 18th May, although the previous week is a possibility. The work is estimated 
to cost around £1,500. 

 
4) Community Toilets Update 

It was suggested that the Museum be approached again to see if they were willing to join 
the scheme when the refurbishment is complete as the toilets would be more easily 
accessible than they are at present. It was also suggested that a letter be sent to the 
District Partnership regarding the turnstiles for the toilets in the park. 
 
Trish Rhodes reported that she had been in a clear up operation near to the Clarence in 
Greenfield where there is a serious litter problem. She asked about the possibility of a 
litter bin being sited there and of the Clarence allowing bus passengers and drivers to 
use their toilet facilities. It was suggested that a letter be sent to First Bus and the new 
owners of the Clarence about this. 

 
5) Rights of Way survey  

Cllr. Knotts reported that the work had not continued over the winter but that it would 
resume now the weather is improving. Cllr. Cullen said that there were 2 hand held GPS 
devices, which the Parish Council had purchased, available to help with the surveys. 

 
6) Public Seating Survey 

It was agreed that a database of all public seating needs to be established giving details 
of the location and state of repair. The extent of the work required could then be 
assessed. 

 
7) Use of the Parish Caretaker by the Committee  

It was suggested that John Meggison be invited to attend the next Committee meeting to 
discuss his role and that the filling of the vacant post needs to be considered. It was 
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noted that the Parish Caretaker could be usefully employed at the cemetery to check on 
the litter bins and make sure that graves were being kept in order. 

 
8) Any business considered urgent by the Chairman 

Stan Mitchell reported that OMBC is refurbishing the plot of land between Smithy Lane 
Surgery and the Hare and Hounds. 
 
There are 2 areas where the canal towpath has collapsed  - between Brownhills and the 
existing Uppermill stepping stones and between Wellihole and the Kingfisher - and that 
the work cannot be carried out by volunteers because access can only be gained from 
the water. It was suggested that a letter be sent to the Canal and Rivers Trust requesting 
that the repairs be carried out. 
 
Trish Rhodes reported that the GGRA biodiversity survey will be taking place again on 
25th April and on 23rd May. All members of the Committee were invited to attend. 

 
9) Date of next meeting – to be agreed after the elections. 
 
 

       

 


