
Draft Minutes of the Estates Meeting held at 

The Civic Hall, Uppermill on Monday 15th June 2015 

 

There were present: Cllr. G. Sheldon - Chairman 

Cllrs. M. Buckley, P. Byrne, R. Knotts 

 

202.  Apologies for absence:- Cllrs. Beeley, & Bingley 

 

203.  Declarations of Interest: None 

 

204.  Minutes of last meeting. 

  The Minutes were approved as a correct record 

 

205.  Update on previous Minutes 

Red Phone Kiosks 

It was reported that a list had been drawn up of the Red Kiosks to be renovated. Some of these had already been 

repainted. The landlord of the King William Pub in Greenfield had expressed an interest in the care and 

maintenance of the Kiosk outside the pub  

ACTION REQUIRED The Clerk to find the aforementioned list and send details to the landlord of the King William. 

 

Uppermill Toilets 

The District Partnership had been contacted regarding the toilet scheme and had stated that there was no funding 

available this year. A report had been prepared earlier with costings etc. for the toilets in Uppermill Park and this will 

be presented to the Committee for future discussion. 

ACTION The Clerk to find the report and forward to members of the committee. 

 

Civic Hall Task & Finish Group 

The Chairman went through the list of projects from the previous Minutes and any action taken. 

Heating - Saddleworth Heating had been into the building and the work will commence shortly on the heating in the 

ballroom. 

Hearing Loop - Council Chamber. This has been installed 

Roof Repairs - Completed 

Building Work: The spec. has been written and companies approached for quotations for the work. 

ACTION. Cllr, Buckley to contact John Barnes, Architect for an update 

Cemetery: John Barnes to be contacted to obtain the name of a suitable contractor to carry out the survey 

ACTION: Cllr. Buckley 

Civic Hall Clock - Cumbria clock Co. had been contacted again and repairs to the clock would be carried out next 

week.  

ACTION The Clerk to write to Cumbria Clock advising that in view of the problems we have encountered, we would 

not be paying for the work to repair the clock. 

Lower Floors, Civic Hall: This work has been carried out and the tiles made safe. 

IT: Cllr. Knott updated the Committee on quotations received to update the IT equipment in the office. Details of the 

costings etc were given to the committee stating that Infinity (Uppermill) would be employed to carry out this work, 

This matter would be referred to the Finance Committee and full Council meetings 

Delph Methodist Car Park. Issues were still outstanding regarding the lease. Former councillor Mrs. Sharon 

McGladdery was still in negotiations on the lease on behalf of the Parish Council. 

ACTION Cllr. Knotts to contact Mrs. McGladdery for an updated position. 

Allotments: On agenda for discussion. 

Notice boards It was reported that most of the notice boards were now in place and this task will be completed 

shortly. 

ACTION  The Clerk to find the correspondence and sites for new notice boards and contact the contractor to 

complete installation 



 

206. Sub Groups 

Task and Finish Sub groups to cover Estates, Cemetery and Allotments were to be formed as follows:- 

Estates - All members of the Estates Committee chaired by Cllr. Sheldon 

Cemetery - Cllrs. Buckley, Byrne, and A N Other 

        Chaired by Cllr. Buckley 

Allotments - Cllrs. Knotts, Buckley, Byrne & Sheldon, chaired by Cllr. Knotts 

 

207. Allotments 

The chairman informed members that the church did not want access to the allotment site through their car park. It 

was suggested that access could be made from further upstream as access from the canal towpath was 

inaccessible due to the damage to the wall which was in need of repair. There was a piece of land at the side of the 

church car park that could provide access to the allotment site but ownership of this land was unknown. 

ACTION  Task and Finish Group - to ascertain ownership of the land and the possibility of building a footbridge 

 

208. Dawson's Field 

Cllr. Knotts reported that he was working with the Unity Partnership at present, and that on-going work on the asset 

transfer was taking place 

 

209. Lights (Front of Civic Hall) 

It was reported to the committee that the ornamental lights on the front of the building had not worked for some time  

Staff had done an initial inspection and ascertained that the wiring had been removed and that the fittings inside the 

lamps were obsolete. To carry out repairs was too big a task for in-house staff and it was agreed that quotations be 

obtained from a suitable contractor to carry out this work with the possibility of using solar lighting. 

ACTION: The Clerk to source a suitable contractor to assess and quote for the necessary work. 

 

210. Provision of Seats - Austerlands Bus Shelters 

Cllr. Knotts reported that the two bus shelters at Austerlands were owned by the Parish Council and that for some 

time there had been no seating inside them. Funding would be sourced to carry out repairs. 

ACTION Cllr. Knotts to approach Cllr. Heffernan regarding funding for this project. 

 

211. Items introduced by the Chairman 

Satellite Centre 

Cllrs. Beeley, Curley and Knotts to put together a strategy and continue negotiations with Oldham MBC 

Clock Tower in Diggle 

It had been suggested that local groups could use this building as it was a community asset. The building was 

relatively sound but some repairs were necessary. The Chairman stated that this was a project to be considered at 

a later date. 

Allotment Site. 

An enquiry had been received regarding grazing on the allotment site. It was thought that the site was not 

adequately fenced for such a purpose and that the vegetation was unsuitable for grazing animals. 

ACTION: The Clerk to contact the resident concerned to inform him of their findings 

Uppermill Residents Association. 

It was suggested that a public meeting be called to ascertain if residents would be interested in forming this group. 

This would be put to full Council for consideration. 

 


