
Draft Minutes of the meeting of the Finance Committee 

held at the Civic Hall, Uppermill on Wednesday 17th June 2015 

 

There were present: Cllr. Mr. J. Hudson - Chairman 

       Cllr. Mr. R. Knotts - Vice Chairman 

Cllrs. N. Allsopp, A. Belmore. P. Fryer, D. Heffernan, G. Sheldon 

 

203.  Apologies for Absence: None 

 

204.  Declarations of Interest:- None 

 

205, Minutes of last meeting on 23rd March 2015 

The Minutes were approved as a true and correct record 

 

206. Publication and distribution of Final Accounts for 2013/2014 and 2014/2015 

Exclusion of press and public for this item 

The Parish Council have a statutory responsibility to ensure that the Annual Accounts are distributed to every 

household in Saddleworth. In previous years this has been done by the accounts being printed inside a booklet and 

delivered throughout the area. Last year this booklet was not produced and the accounts for 2013/2014 were not 

published. In order to keep costs of delivery to a minimum, it was agreed that both sets of accounts would be published 

in one small publication and delivered to every household. The Clerk would make the necessary enquiries as to 

whether or not his method would meet requirements and the publication would be delivered by Royal Mail. 

ACTION: The Clerk to check on the legalities of the action and arrange for publication and distribution of this 

information. 

 

207. Office IT Upgrade (Exclusion of Press and Public for this item) 

Members studied copies of the quotations submitted by three separate IT companies and a brief breakdown of all 

costings on equipment and support. A brief report was given on the quotations and a report submitted by the Clerk. 

It was agreed that the quotation from Infinity in Uppermill be accepted, and this matter would be taken to full Council for 

approval. 

 

208. Community Infrastructure Levy 

A written report was circulated to Members regarding this levy which has replaced the previous 106 agreement. The 

infrastructure levy allows local authorities to raise funds from developers undertaking new building projects in their 

areas. It was agreed that this could be of benefit to Saddleworth and the Clerk was asked to contact the Chief 

Executive at Oldham MBC to make sure that this interest would be put on agendas for discussion, and ask for a 

progress report on the scheme to date. 

ACTION. The Clerk to contact the Chief Executive at Oldham MBC for a progress report. 

 

209. Accounts for Payment 

The accounts were considered, moved, seconded and approved 

 

210. Urgent matters introduced by the Chairman 

The Chairman informed members that the Clerk had sent to him copies of appeals for funding from various 

organisations, two of which had already taken place. Without being previously submitted to the committee. The three 

appeals still current, Yanks Weekend, the Museum and the Folk Festival were discussed and it was agreed that the 

request from Yanks Weekend be taken back to the next meeting of this committee. The request from the Museum was 



then discussed and it was agreed that in view of the fact that the Parish Council had assisted in the past and had since 

decided that running costs were the responsibility of the Museum, the request would be declined and the clerk 

requested to write to the Museum reiterating this previous decision. 

 

The Saddleworth Folk Weekend had submitted a letter stating that the former clerk had agreed to reduce the cost of 

hiring the hall for the weekend. The Finance Committee were unaware of this action and were concerned that this could 

set a precedent for other organisations to appeal in a similar way. Members were informed that the Civic Hall charges 

had been set and should therefore not be altered unless discussed by the committee. The Clerk was asked to write to 

the Folk Festival Weekend informing them of their decision to decline assistance. 

 


