
 Minutes of the Traffic & Transport Committee held at 

The Civic Hall Uppermill on Tuesday 21st April 2015 

 

 There were present:  Cllr. Mr. Royce Franklin - Chairman 

       Cllr. Mr. Bill Cullen - Saddleworth Parish Council 

       Cllr. Mr. Alan Roughley 

       Mr. David Harrison - Saddleworth Civic Trust 

       Mr. Geoff Bayley – Delph Community Association 

       Mr. Tony Bywater – Greenfield and Grasscroft Community Association 

       Mr. Gordon Anderson – Unity Partnership       

 

 

 

487. Apologies for Absence  Cllr. Mr. David Caddick 

       Cllr. Mr. John McCann – District Partnership 

       Mr. Ian Merckel – Lydgate Community Association 

       Joanne Betts – OMBC Senior Transport Policy Officer 

       Mr. Richard Knowles – Greenfield 

 

488. Minutes of the Meeting held on 10th March 2015 

 The minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 10
th
 March were approved as a correct record. 

 

489. Matters Arising 

 White line (access protection markings) outside premises 

The Chairman reported the following information: Under the Traffic Management Act 2004, each parking 

restriction on the highway or car park has a traffic regulation order behind it which makes it possible for 

penalty charge notices (PCN) to be issued. If a motorist feels that they did not contravene the restrictions, 

after following through the process they have the right to take the PCN to “appeal”. This is an independent 

board made up of barristers and lawyers who will listen to the facts presented and either uphold or reject the 

appeal. The adjudicators’ decision is binding, however, a review can still be requested and, if still unsatisfied, 

this can be taken to the High Court for review.  

 

490. Saddleworth School – parking after change of venue for school 

 The Chair said he felt the Traffic and Transport Committee needs to continue. 

 

491. Bus Services Update 

 It was confirmed that the services provided by bus numbers 353 and 354 is finishing in the evenings. Bus 

service 418 is unaffected. If anyone knows of any deficiencies in this latter service they should report the 

date, time, etc. 

 

Transport for Greater Manchester (TfGM) are seeking feedback via an on-line survey on improving its 

Travel Shops, which includes the shop at Oldham Bus Station. 

 

492. Cycle Racks and Other Issues 

 As the representative was not present at the meeting there was no update on this issue. 

 

 

 



493. Greenfield Rail Action Group 

The Chairman reported that all 6 potential service providers had been met with and it was hoped that the 

number of trains stopping at Greenfield for Manchester Airport for instance at the weekend and in peak 

hours would be increased. 

 

Bridge work at Greenfield Station 

Gordon Anderson reported that the previous indicative dates for the completion of the Transpennine 

electrification have been removed from the information provided by Network Rail and DfT had been and 

replaced by generalisations such as “survey works in the Oldham area” and “unclear about timescales”. 

Gordon agreed to keep the group informed. Bailey bridge was mentioned as one possibility of an alternative 

to 6 months total closure. 

 

494. Road Issues 

Gordon Anderson gave a summary of the funding available for road repairs in the area including the OMBC 

capital programme, LTP monies, the Challenge Fund bid and the possibility of prudential borrowing. The 

OMBC capital programme is due to be approved by the Council in the next few weeks and funding available 

for Saddleworth would then be confirmed . 

 

Geoff Bayley complimented OMBC on the improvements carried out at The Sound in Delph and the works 

at Sugar Lane and Woods Lane were similarly commented on. 

 

Gordon Anderson informed the meeting that the Boroughwide weight restriction review is still outstanding.  

 

495. Delph Car Park 

Cllr. Roughley reported that the lease for the car park had not yet been signed due to a legal dispute 

between the 3 parties to it – the parish Council, OMBC and the Methodist Church. Negotiations between the 

parties are continuing. 

 

496. Lighting at Lydgate Crossroads / Eon Issues  

It was felt that the lighting at Lydgate crossroads has been unsatisfactory. There is a general dissatisfaction 

with the work being carried out by the Community Lighting Scheme contractors, Eon. It was reported that 

Rochdale MBC are considering their continued membership of the scheme. 

 

 497. Retaining Walls 

Gordon Anderson confirmed that there was no longer any provision for the repair of retaining walls but 

added that it may be possible, due to the Borough having a high percentage of rural areas, for a funding bid 

to be made to the Department for Transport (DfT). He said that he would collate reports of any damage for 

when funding becomes available. Request for all roads where there is an immediate dip into a field to be 

reported to him. 

 

498. Any Other Business 

The Chairman read out a letter received that day regarding speeding on Mossley Road, Grasscroft. This 

would be forwarded to Gordon Anderson OMBC and GM Police Chief Superintendent Dean Memory 

(G.M.P.). 

 

 David Harrison reported that a street sign at Husteads Lane had disappeared following work carried out by 

the National Grid. 

 



Cllr. Roughley reported that the stretch of road above Sam Lane, Diggle is in a poor state of repair. There 

are also some issues with potholes in Denshaw which should come under the OMBC 24 hour repair policy. 

 

499. Thanks to all Participants during the years 

The Chairman thanked the committee for their work during the year. A special thanks was given to Gordon 

Anderson for his valued input. 

 

The committee gave a vote of thanks to the Chair as this would be his last meeting. 

 

500. Date of next Meeting – to be agreed after the May elections. 


