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Neighbourhood Plan goes to next phase of consultation
The Neighbourhood Plan for Saddleworth – a local planning document for the Parish – has gone to the next stage of consultation, a formal six-week consultation run by Oldham Council. 
Following two previous and extensive public consultations, the plan has been revised extensively to reflect the priorities of local people, combining all the policies relating to health, social care and education into a single section to make it clear the importance that local people place on this in the planning process. 
The plan also includes specific policies on the environment – including creating four new sites being designated as Local Green Spaces, which would mean greater protection for the locations at Dawson’s Field, Scouthead; Diggle Fields; Ashfield Playing Field in Springhead; and Church Fields in Dobcross. 
Parish Council Chair Barbara Beeley said: “It was critical to us that this plan really reflected the concerns of local people and gives them genuine powers to improve planning decisions that take place in Saddleworth. 
“Each policy reflects a real worry that was raised with us by residents and sets out an approach that developers should meet if they are wanting to build in Saddleworth to ensure the best standards possible. In each case the policy looks to tailor any works done to make sure they properly contribute to the community when any works are done.”
Other policies cover design and heritage; health wellbeing and education; housing; retail, commerce and tourism; and travel and transport. 
Councillor Beeley continued: “People are often very sceptical about planning, and we were very aware of that when we wrote this document. In every instance, we looked at the issue and tried to think ‘What is the most we can legally do to make this better?’. 
“There is always more that you can do, but when I look at any policy in the plan, I can see how it is specifically intended to make things better, and I can’t ask for any more than that. I hope that people who care about making our area the best it can be will look at this plan and be able to see that in each and every policy.”
ENDS …

Notes for editors: The public consultation is at https://www.oldham.gov.uk/info/201235/neighbourhood_planning/2936/saddleworth_neighbourhood_plan and is open until 11.59pm on 24th July 2026.
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