Saddleworth Parish Council

Notice of conclusion of audit

Annual Governance & Accountability Return for the year ended 31 March 2022

Sections 20(2) and 25 of the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014

Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 (SI 2015/234)

1. The audit of accounts for Saddieworth Parish Council for the year
ended 31 March 2022 has been completed and the accounts have been
published.

2. The Annual Governance & Accountability Return is available for
inspection by any local government elector of the area of Saddleworth
Parish Council on application to:
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3. Copies will be provided to any person on payment of £ (6 {c) for each
copy of the Annual Governance & Accountability Return.
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Announcement made by: (d}

Date of announcement: (e)
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]
Notes

This notice and Sections 1,2 & 3
of the AGAR rmust be published
by 30 September. This must
include publication on the
smaller authority’s webslte.
The smaller authority must
decide how long to publish the
Matice for; the AGAR and
external auditor report must be
publicly available for 5 years.

(a) Insert the name, position and
address of the person 1o whom
local government electors should
apply to inspect the AGAR

{b} Insert the hours during which
inspection rights may be
exercised

(¢} Insert a reasonable sum for
copying costs

{d) Insert the name and position of
person placing the natice

(e) Insert the date of placing of the
notice
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Section 1 - Annual Governance Statement 2021/22

We acknowledge as the members of:

SADDLE Wo kTt IAasH (ounlar -

our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of internal control, inciuding arrangements for
the preparation of the Accounting Statements. We confinm, to the best of our knowledge and belief, with
respect to the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2022, that:

management during the yess, and for the preparation of
“2 We maintsined an adequate systam of Inlemal conirol
i Including r dezigned to p and delect fraud
I and corruphenandrsvrewsd hseﬂecﬂvensss

1. Wa h:mkall reasontable steps o auuracwsahm
that thare are no matters of actual or potardal
nan-compiance with laws, regulations and Proper
Practices thet covk] have a signiiicart financlal effect
on the ablBty of this au1hoﬂ1ytn caonduct its

busl or marag
4 Weprcrufdadpmparoppwhanﬂyduﬂngmeyearfor
refse of elactors’ rghts in d. with the

rﬂqutramanls of the Aceounis and Audit Regutations.

| 5, We canisd out an assessmant of the risks facing this
authority and teok appropriate staps fo manage those

risks, Including the infroduesion of ntemal conirota antfar

|
| exdornal insurance cowrwhsna raquired.

l . We meintained throughout the vear an adequate and
effective systern of intemal audit of the accourting
records and confrol systams,

.We ipok appropriale action an all matters raised

in reparts fo fram [nternal and extemnal audi.

We considersd whether any fitigation, habilities o
commitments, evenls or ransactions, occurring efther
during or after the year-and, have a financlal impact on

i1 We have pul in place amangemants for effeciive inanclal

1S I BCCos

:mdeprupsr arg ts and N f rasp
| for safeguarting the public money and resources in ]
| . |fmhen.
has only done whet X has the iage! power to do and has
ted with Propes Practices in daing so.
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| Inspect and ask questions about this suthorily's accounis.
kfered and documanted the financle] and offer fisks i
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controls and procedures, fo give an objective view an whether

internal cordrols mest the nasds of this smefer authorRy.

. responded o matters brought to Be atiention by internal snd
extarmial audft,

| disclossd everything & should have about s business Betivity |
during the year including events taking place effer the year
and if refevant.

thia authorily and, whare epproprizie, have Induded them |

in the accounting statemesnts.

. {For tocal covncils only) Trust funds Insluding
charitable. In our capacity as the sole managing
trustes we discharged our acccuntability
responsibiiiies for the fund{s)asssts, including
finanelal reporting and, if required, independent
examination or audn .
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frust or frusis.
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*Pleasa provide explanalions to the external auditor on a separate sheet for each ‘No' responsa and describe how the
autherity will address the weaknesses identifled, These sheets must be published with the Anhual Govetnance Statemert.

This Annual Governance Statement was approved ata
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and recorded as minute reference:

33019

Signed by the Chalrman and Clerk of the meeting where

spproval was -
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Section 2 — Accounting Statements 2021/22 for

Saddleworth Parish Council

1. Balances brought Total balences end reserves at the beginnng of the year
forwara 122,166 140,282 es recorded in the Anancial recoms. Value must agree to
e |8 S I Bax 7 of previous yesr. —!
2. {+} Precept o Rales and Total amount of precapt (or for JDBS rates and tevies)
Levies 198,171 204,513 received or recaivabie i the year. Exclude eny grams
. ifa
3. (+} Total other receipts '|_ Talal incoma ar receipts o5 recorded in the cashbook fass
€8.282 87.025 the precep! or retesfevies recened (Ting 2). Include ary
| grants recened. |
4, {-) Stafi costs Total expenditure or payments made fo and on behalf
- , of aff empioyses Include gross safarfes and wages.
112,891 121,172 emmployers Ni conlribulions. Smpioyers pension
. s confributions, gratuities and severancs payments.
0 5. {-) Loan mierest/capital Totel expensdiure or paymants of capital and inferes!
L repayments 45,760 45,760 made duning the yeer on the authority’s borrowings (i any)-
1"6. (=) ARl other payments Totsl expendiire or payments as recorded m the cash-
89,787 127 .572| book tase stalf costs {lin 4) and foan interesvcailal
r — === rapayents (ine 3. —
. 7. (=) Balances carriad Total balancas and reserves af the ena of the year Must
] forward 140,282 137,316 aquat (1+2+3} - (4+546).
8. ‘ﬁ;i_vaﬁ:e of cash and [ | The sum of all current and deposit benk accounts, cash
shurt term investments 136,594 136,195 holdings and short term wnvestmants held as at 31 Marcn ~
- P To agree with bank reconciliation. 1
- i 9, Totai fixed assets plus The velue of all the propery the authority owns ~ it is made
J long term investmants 2,364,232 2,367.381| up of s its fixed assets and long (erm mvestments as at
I | andassats 31 March. =
. 10, Total borrowings Tha oulstanding capital balance as e 37 March of all loans
425,878 398,21 7‘ from third parties (incuiding PWLB)
. [11. (r:‘or Local Councils Onl:v) The Councll. as a bodv corporate, acts as sl trusise for
Disclosure nole re Trust funds and s respoasible for rmanaging Tras! funds or assels.
{including charitzble) | N8 The Rgures in the accounting statemernts above do
] ! not inchirde any Trusl franaactions.
- | cerbfy thal for the yesr ended 31 March 2022 the Accounting | | confirm that these Accounting Statements were
Stalements in this Annual Governance and Accourdability approved by this authority on this date:
Retum have besn prepared on eilher a receipts and payments
or income and expenditure basis following the guldance in MOJ ')‘S .7 y 2 L
Governance and Accountability for Smalier Authoritias —a
Practitioners’ Guide 1o Proper Practices and present fairly as recorded in minute reference;
the finanicial position of this authority. 3 3
Signed by Responsible Financlal Officer before baing < 9
L preserted to the authoriy for approval
I -FF- p (o E Signed by Chairman of the mgeting whelhe Accounting
i \1) Lot ('{t @ ) Slatements were approved | ” /‘
- 2(7/22 HEVOW BT
i Daie . e

e
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Section 3 — External Auditor Report and Certificate 2021/22
In respect of Saddleworth Parish Council - LA0187

1 Respective responsibilities of the auditor and the authority

Our responsibility as auditors to complete a limited assurance review is set out by the National Audit Office (NAQ).
A limited assurance review is not a full statutory audit, it does not constitute an audit carried out in accordance with
International Standards on Auditing (UK & Ireland) and hence it does not provide the same level of assurance that
such an audit would. The UK Government has determined that a lower level of assurance than that provided by a full
statutory audit is appropriate for those local public bodies with the lowest levels of spending.

Under a limited assurance review, the auditor is responsible for reviewing Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance
and Accountability Return in accordance with NAO Auditor Guidance Note 02 (AGN 02) as issued by the NAO on
behalf of the Comptroller and Auditor General. AGN 02 is available from the NAQ website —
https://www.nao.org.uk/code-audit-practice/guidance-and-information-for-auditors/ .

This authority is responsible for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and effective and that it has a
sound system of interna! control. The authority prepares an Annual Governance and Accountability Return in
accordance with Proper Practices which:

« summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2022; and
« confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant to our duties and responsibilities as external
auditors.

2 External auditor report 2021/22

Except for the matters reported below, on the basis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return {AGAR),
in our opinion the information in Sections 1 and 2 of the AGAR is in accordance with Proper Practices and no other matters have come to our
attention giving cause for concern that relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met.

The smaller authority has submitted its AGAR and supporting documentaticn prior to 30 September 2022; however, we have not been
able to complete our review work in time to enable to smaller authority to publish the required documentation in line with statutory
requirements. Once we have completed our review a final report will be provided with the certificate of completion detailing any
qualifications and ‘other’ matters.

Our fee note for the limited assurance review will be issued when we certify completion.

Other matters not affecting our opinion which we draw to the attention of the authority:

Please see above.

3 External auditor certificate 2021/22

We do not certify that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annuat Governance and
Accountability Return, and discharged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, for the
year ended 31 March 2022

[TNe_do not certify complefion because:

We have not been able to complete our review work in time to enable to smaller authority to publish the required documentation in line
with statutory requirements.

External Auditor Name

PKF LITTLEJOHN LLP
External Auditor Signature Date 28/09/2022

* Note: the NAQ issued guidance applicable to external auditors’ work on limited assurance reviews in Auditor Guidance Note
AGN/02. The AGN is available from the NAC website {www.nao.org.uk)
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Page 1 of 1
Final External Auditor Report and Certificate 2021/22 in respect of

Saddleworth Parish Council = LA0187

Respective responsibilities of the body and the auditor

Our responsibility as auditors to complete a limited assurance review is set out by the National Audit Office
(NAD). A limited assurance review is not a full statutory audit, it does not constitute an audit carried out in
accordance with International Standards on Auditing (UK & Ireland) and hence it does not provide the same level
of assurance that such an audit would. The UK Government has determined that a lower level of assurance than
that provided by a full statutory audit is appropriate for those local public bodies with the lowest ievels of spending.

Under a limited assurance review, the auditor is responsible for reviewing Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual
Governance and Accountability Return in accordance with NAO Auditor Guidance Note 02 (AGN 02) as issued by
the NAO on behalf of the Comptroller and Auditor General. AGN 02 is available from the NAO website —

hitps://www.nae.org.uk/code-audit-practice/guidance-and-information-for-auditors/

This authority is responsible for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and effective and that it has a
sound system of internal control. The authority prepares an Annual Governance and Accountability Retum in
accordance with Proper Practices which:
e summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2022; and
e confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant to our duties and responsibilities as
extemnal auditors.

External auditor report 2021/22

On 28 September 2022, we issued a report detailing the resuits of our limited assurance review of Sections 1 and
2 of this authority's Annual Governance & Accountability Return for the year ended 31 March 2022. We explained
that we were unable to certify completion of the review at that time. We are now in a position to certify completion
of the review.

The external auditor report given in Section 3 of the Annual Governance & Accountability Retumn requires
amendments as follows:

Except for the matters reported below, on the basis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Govemance
and Accountability Return (AGAR), in our opinion the information in Sections 1 and 2 of the AGAR is in accordance
with Proper Practices and no other matters have come to our attention giving cause for concern that relevant
legislation and regulatory reguirements have not been met.

Other matters not affecting our opinion which we draw to the attention of the authority:

We note that the smalfer authority did not comply with Regulation 15 of the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 as it failed to make proper
provision during the year 2022/23 for the exercise of public rights, since the period for the exercise of public rights did not include the first
10 working days of July. As a result, the smaller authority must answer ‘No’ to Assertion 4 of the Annual Gevernance Statement for 2022/23
and ensure that it makes proper provision for the exercise of public rights during 2023/24.

The smaller authority has confirmed that it has not complied with the governance assertion in Section 1, Box 1, but it has provided the

appointed auditor with an adequate explanation for non-compliance and details of the actions necessary to address weaknesses identified.

External auditor certificate 2021/22

We certify that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance & Accountability
Return, and discharged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, for the year ended

31 March 2022.

PkF L'!“{E;\ULM LLf'

PKF Littiejohn LLP
28/11/2022

PKF Littlejohn LLP

15 Westferry Circus,
Canary Wharf, London
Ei4 4HD

PKF Litlejohn LLP. Chartered Accountants. A list of members' names is available at the above address. PKF Littlejohn LLP

is a limited liability parinership registered in England and Wales No. OC342572. Registered office as above. PKF Litilejohn T: +44 (0)20 7516 2200

LLP is a member firm of the PKF International Limited family of legally independent firms and does not accept any pkf-l.com

responsibility or liability for the actions or inactions of any individual member or correspandent firm or firms.



